[Sources of natural and artificial radioactive contamination in the marine environment].
Sources of natural and artificial radioactive contamination in the marine environment. The Chernobyl accident produced the most severe contamination of Europe, still detectable in environmental samples, but many other sources of artificial and natural radioactivity have produced a considerable impact on the environment and a risk for the public health. In this paper a review of the most important events or industrial processes that produced contamination of the European seas is presented; moreover, attention is paid to the situation of the coastal marine environment in Italy as regards the artificial radioactivity and the human enhanced radioactivity produced by non nuclear plants.